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new situation. While among the populace the war question
still divided the organized proletariat from numbers of
ex-servicemen and certain middle-class groups (students,
officers, members of learned professions) in higher circles,
supporters both of war and of neutrality were working in
complete unity to regain control of the situation.
The socialists had not joined the new government, but
Giolitti had not given up hope of gaming their support.
In his speeches in the Chamber he went as far as he could
to win their confidence. He hoped to repeat the methods
which had won him success before the war ; to reconcile the
conflicting interests of manufacturers and farmers by an
apt adjustment of customs duties, and give a share of the
benefits of this protective tariff to certain groups of industrial
workers in the north and the wage-earning agricultural
workers of the Po valley, who formed the backbone of the
political and syndical power of the socialist movement.
But 1920 was not 1910. The Socialist Party and the General
Confederation of Labour no longer represented the elite of
labour. Hordes of new members had joined, and the make-
shift plans of earlier days were no longer sufficient to control
them. The economic crisis, daily getting worse, made it
difficult for him to carry out his former policy of compromise
and left no margin for the satisfaction of everyone's demands.
Besides, the Socialist Party, which had promised revolution
without raising a finger to prepare it, and had jumped
straight from the 1917 programme into their c Soviets * policy,
expected that the e insoluble 3 crisis would thrust power
upon them. When Giolitti suggested that the socialists
should join his cabinet Turati, the leader of the ring wing,
refused because he knew the party would not follow him.1
Turati had absorbed from Marx his realization of the
close alliance between economic evolution and political
change, and his conviction that the emancipation of the
workers must be the action € of the workers themselves \
The task of the socialists was to educate and prepare the
working classes for self-government. The persistence with
which he had fought for the eight-hour day in Italy was
not mere zeal for reform. The reduction of hours, which
1 P, 64.

